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Umbrellas Never Fall, We Walk Side by Side

Joint Statement of the Tokyo Assembly Commemorating the 7th Anniversary of Hong Kong's Anti-
Extradition Movement

1. Seven years ago this summer, over two million Hongkongers took to the streets against the proposed
amendment to the extradition law, expressing the public will through peaceful means. Through the year that
followed, under tear gas, police violence, arbitrary arrests and political prosecution, Hongkongers persisted in
their pursuit of democracy and freedom in every way available to them. The 2019 Anti-Extradition Movement
was an expression of the collective will of the Hong Kong people and stands among the most luminous
chapters of Hong Kong's civil society.

2. Seven years on, the movement has been suppressed by force, yet the problems it exposed remain
unresolved. The National Security Law and the Article 23 legislation have been imposed in succession. Many
defendants in the case of the 47 democrats remain behind bars. Mr Jimmy Lai has endured a prolonged
political trial. Independent media outlets, including Apple Daily and Stand News, have been forced to close.
The Democratic Party, the League of Social Democrats and other parties have been compelled to dissolve
under immense political pressure. The restructured Legislative Council and District Councils contain no
genuine representatives of the people. Hong Kong's civil society has been systematically dismantled, yet the
longing of Hongkongers for freedom has never ceased.

3. We are here, reaffirm that the people of Hong Kong possess the right to self-determination under Article 1
of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and that Hong Kong's political future must be
decided by the people of Hong Kong themselves through genuinely democratic processes.

4. Today in Shibuya, Tokyo, we raise our umbrellas in step with Hongkongers in the United States, the
United Kingdom and around the world, joining the global Umbrellas Never Fall, We Walk Side by Side 24
hour relay. The umbrella once shielded Hongkongers from tear gas and pepper spray, and it became the
symbol of peaceful resistance. The umbrellas have not fallen, and the people have not dispersed. As long as
someone is still willing to hold up an umbrella, the memory lives on and the movement continues.

5. We hereby call upon the Government of Japan:

(1) To introduce, without delay, a foreign agent registration scheme, with reference to the Foreign Influence
Registration Scheme under the United Kingdom's National Security Act 2023 and the Foreign Agents
Registration Act of the United States, so as to raise the transparency of foreign state activities in Japan and
to guard against improper influence operations and transnational repression on Japanese soil;

(2) To close the Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office (ETO). The 2024 arrest of a London ETO staff
member in connection with espionage activities demonstrates that these offices have strayed from their
stated trade functions and have become instruments for the surveillance of overseas Hongkongers. Japan
should not permit such institutions to continue operating within its borders;

(3) To confront the threat of transnational repression against the Hongkonger community in Japan, to
safeguard the security of Hongkongers residing in Japan, and to maintain sustained international attention on
the human rights situation in Hong Kong, including the demand for the release of all political prisoners.

6. We thank Japanese society for its longstanding concern and support for Hong Kong. The ties between the
peoples of Hong Kong and Japan run deep, and we firmly believe that defending the freedom of Hong Kong
is defending the freedom of Asia and of the world.

7. The umbrellas never fall. We walk side by side. Glory to Hong Kong.

Assembly of Citizens' Representatives, Hong Kong
Stand with HK @ JPN
13 June, Year 186 of Hong Kong (13 June 2026), Tokyo



